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This information is provided expressly for educational purposes.  The Western TTAP hopes to inform and edu-

cate tribal communities about legislation that may impact California and Nevada tribal communities and their 

tribal transportation programs. The following legislation was current at the time of publication. Legislation may 

change or be repealed.  For further information, please check the status of the legislation at the respective web-

site sources noted below. 

 

STATE LEGISLATION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
(For more information, go to: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/bilinfo.html) 

 

The 2015-2016 Session 

 
New Laws Report 2010-2015. A list of all bills enacted in a calendar year during the Regular Session of the Legislature. The list 

identifies the bill and chapter number, lead author, and the subject of the measure. All bills on the list become effective on January 1 

following the year of enactment, unless otherwise noted.  

To view the report go to: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/NewLaws.html 

 
Assembly Bill 235 

Introduced: AM Frazier, February 5, 2015. 

Status: Submitted to Senate Committee on Appropriations July 6, 2015. 

 

Existing law, the Brady-Jared Teen Driver Safety Act of 1997, provides for the issuance of a driver’s license to an ap-

plicant who is at least 16 years of age but under 18 years of age pursuant to the provisional licensing program. Under 

existing law, a person licensed under this program is prohibited, during the first 12 months after issuance of a provi-

sional license, from driving during the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. or from transporting passengers who are under 20 

years of age, subject to specified exceptions. Under existing law, a violation of these provisions is an infraction.  

This bill would prohibit a person with a provisional license, from engaging in those prohibited activities until the provi-

sional period ends when the person reaches 18 years of age. By expanding the scope of a crime, this bill would impose 

a state-mandated local program. 

 

Assembly Bill 400 

Introduced: AM Alejo, February 19, 2015. 

Status: Read a second time and ordered tread a third time in Senate Committee on Appropriations July 7, 2015. 

 
Existing law provides that the Department of Transportation has full Possession and control of all state highways. Existing law, the 

Outdoor Advertising Act, provides for the regulation by the department of advertising displays, as defined, within view of public 

highways. Existing law also authorizes the department to install and maintain information signs along state highways.  

This bill would require the department, by June 30, 2016, to update its internal policies to allow displays of safety, transportation-

related, and voting-related messages on changeable message signs, as defined, subject to approval by the United States Department 

of Transportation, as provided. 

 

Assembly Bill 503 

Introduced: AM Rodriguez, February 25, 2015. 

Status: Read a second time and amended in Senate Judiciary Committee July 7, 2015. 
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Existing law requires the Emergency Medical Services Authority to develop planning and implementation guidelines for emergency medical 

services (EMS) systems that address several components, including, but not limited to, manpower and training, communications, transporta-

tion, and assessment of hospitals and critical care centers.  

This bill would authorize a health facility, as defined, to release patient-identifiable medical inform a prehospital emergency medical services 

information to a defined EMS provider, a local EMS agency, and the authority, to the extent specific data elements are requested for quality 

assessment and improvement purposes. The bill would also authorize the authority to develop minimum standards for the implementation of 

this data collection. 

 

Assembly Bill 1115 

Introduced: AM Salas, February 27, 2015. 

Status: In Assembly Committee on Transportation. Second hearing canceled by the author April 27, 2015. 

 

Existing law provides that the Department of Transportation shall have full possession and control of all state highways and associated prop-

erty. Existing law requires the department to maintain the state highways and, within its maintenance programs relating to litter cleanup and 

abatement, to assign a high priority to litter deposited along state highway segments adjoining storm drains, streams, rivers, waterways, 

beaches, the ocean, and other environmentally sensitive areas. Existing law authorizes the department to use litter traps in drains and any 

other effective technology in carrying out these responsibilities.  

This bill would instead require the department to use litter traps in drains and any other effective technology in carrying out these responsibil-

ities. 

 

Assembly Bill 1251 

Introduced: AM Gomez, February 27, 2015. 

Status: In Senate Appropriations Committee. Referred to suspense file July 13, 2015. 

 

Existing law establishes various plans and programs intended to preserve, protect, and rehabilitate lands adjacent to rivers in the state. 

Existing law provides that a conservation easement, as defined, is an interest in real property voluntarily created and freely transferable for 

specified purposes and provides for the creation and transfer of conservation easements. Existing law authorizes certain tax exempt non-profit                

organizations, state or local governmental entities, and California Native American tribes to acquire and hold conservation easements if those 

entities meet specified criteria. 

This bill would enact the Greenway Development and Sustainment Act and would apply to greenway easements certain creation and transfer 

provisions similar to those of conservation easements. The bill would define greenway as a pedestrian and bicycle, nonmotorized vehicle 

transportation, and recreational travel corridor that meets specified requirements. The bill would also include greenways in the definition of 

“open-space land” for local planning purposes. 

The California Constitution provides that, unless otherwise provided in the Constitution or by federal law, all property in the state is taxable 

and is assessed at its fair market value. Existing law requires the county assessor to consider, when valuing real property for property taxation 

purposes, the effect of any enforceable restrictions, including recorded conservation easements, to which the use of the land may be subject-

ed. 

This bill would provide that a recorded greenway easement constitutes an enforceable restriction for purposes of these tax provisions. 

The bill would make findings with regard to the development of a greenway along the Los Angeles River and its tributaries and would 

declare that, by developing a greenway, a city, county, or city and county, may apply for funds from various sources. 

 

Assembly Bill 1264 

Introduced: AM Medina, February 27, 2015. 

Status: In Assembly Committee on Transportation. First hearing canceled by the author April 23, 2015. 

 

Existing law imposes specified requirements on manufacturers of motor vehicles sold or leased in this state. Existing law requires hospitals to 

make reasonable efforts to contact the agent, surrogate, or family of patients who are otherwise incapable of communication.  

This bill would enact the “Motor Vehicle Emergency Contact Locator Act of 2015” and would require a vehicle identification number emer-

gency contact locator database to be established by motor vehicle manufacturers in conjunction with law enforcement agencies and the Na-

tional Law Enforcement Telecommunications System.  

This bill would require a motor vehicle manufacturer of a new motor vehicle sold or leased in this state on or after January 2, 2016, with a 

2017 model year or later, to provide a means by which a purchaser or lessee of a new motor vehicle can voluntarily designate at the original 

retail point of sale an emergency contact to be stored in the VinECON database.  

The bill would require the emergency contact information to be made available electronically only to authorized law enforcement and would 

require law enforcement personnel, when practicable, to expeditiously provide any VinECON data, either verbal or written, to the emergency 

department of a general acute care hospital receiving a motor vehicle crash victim who is unconscious or otherwise incapable of communica-

tion, thereby imposing a state-mandated local program by imposing new duties upon local agencies. 

 

Senate Bill 191 

Introduced: Sen. Block and Vidak, February 10, 2015. 

Status: In Assembly Committee on Education. First hearing canceled at the request of the author July 1, 2015. 
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Existing law authorizes school districts and county superintendents of schools to provide transportation services to pupils. Existing law, 

among other things, requires each school district or county office of education that provides transportation to receive the same home-to-

school and special education transportation allowances that it received in the prior fiscal year and prohibits the transportation allowances 

from exceeding the prior year’s approved transportation costs, increased by the amount provided in the annual Budget Act.  

This bill would, notwithstanding any other law, require the Superintendent of Public Instruction, for the 2015–16 fiscal year to the 2021–

22 fiscal year, inclusive, to apportion to each school district, county office of education, entity providing services under a school transpor-

tation joint powers agreement, or a regional occupational center or program that provides pupil transportation services, an amount equal to 

a specified annually increasing percentage of its approved transportation costs for the prior fiscal year or 100% of its school transportation 

apportionment for the 2014–15 fiscal year, annually adjusted as specified, whichever is greater. The bill would provide that implementa-

tion of its provisions is subject to an appropriation being made for purposes of those provisions in the annual Budget Act or another stat-

ute. 

 

Senate Bill 413 

Introduced: Sen. Wieckowski, February 25, 2015. 

Status: Read a second time and re-referred to Assembly Committee on Public Safety July 1,2015. 

 

Existing law makes it a crime, punishable as an infraction, for a person to commit certain acts on or in a facility or vehicle of a public 

transportation system, including disturbing another person by loud or unreasonable noise on the facilities, vehicles, or property of the pub-

lic transportation system, in specified circumstances.  

This bill would revise the unreasonable noise provision so that it would apply to a person failing to comply with the warning of a transit 

official related to disturbing another person by loud and unreasonable noise, and also to a person playing unreasonably loud sound equip-

ment on or in a public transportation system facility or vehicle. The bill would also make it an infraction for a person on or in a facility or 

vehicle of a public transportation system to fail to yield seating reserved for an elderly or disabled person if the public transportation agen-

cy enacts an ordinance to that effect, after a public hearing.  

The bill would also expand the definition of a facility or vehicle of a public transportation system for these purposes to include a facility or 

vehicle of a rail authority, whether owned or leased, as specified.  
 

Senate Bill 760 

Introduced: Sen. Mendoza, February 27, 2015. 

Status: In Senate Committee on Appropriations. May 28 hearing: held in committee and under suspension May 28, 2015. 

 

The Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014, approved by the voters as Proposition 1 at the November 4, 

2014, statewide general election, authorizes the issuance of general obligation bonds in the amount of $7,545,000,000 to finance a water 

quality, supply, and infrastructure improvement program. Proposition 1 makes available $100,000,000 of the bond proceeds, upon appro-

priation by the Legislature, for projects to protect and enhance an urban creek and its tributaries that meets certain requirements.  

This bill would require a public agency receiving an appropriation from the $100,000,000 to give priority to projects that are located in, or 

directly adjacent to, a disadvantaged community within a distressed watershed and that may also provide greenspace or other venues for 

physical activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NEVADA LEGISLATURE 
(For more information go to: https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/) 

 
THERE IS NO PENDING NEVADA TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATION 

 

The 78th (2015) Session of the Nevada Legislature adjourned sine die on June 1, 2015. The legislature is now in the interim period 

between legislative sessions. 

 

78th 2015 Session: All bill that became  law can be found at:  

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/78th2015/Reports/AllBillsThatBecameLaw.cfm 
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FEDERAL LEGISLATURE 

(For more information go to: http://www.Congress.gov) 

 
The 114th Session: 2015-2017 

 

Browse Public Laws 113th Congress (2015-2017) and prior congressional sessions go to: 

https://www.congress.gov/public-laws/114th-congress 

 

 

PENDING FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATION 

 
House Resolution 199 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2015 

Introduced: Rep. Sires, Albio [D-NJ-8], January 7, 2015. 

Status: House -Transportation and Infrastructure. January 8, 2015 referred to the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit. 

 

Authorizes the Secretary of Transportation to establish a pilot program to make loans and loan guarantees to eligible entities to carry out 

bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure projects. 

Prescribes project eligibility requirements. 

Requires the Secretary to ensure that at least 25% of funds provided under this Act are used to support projects in low-income communi-

ties. 

 

House Resolution 328 

American Indian Empowerment Act of 2015 

Introduced: Rep. Young, Don [R-AK-At Large], January 23, 2015. 

Status: House - Natural Resources. March 2, 2015 referred to the Subcommittee on Indian, Insular and Alaska Native Affairs. 

 

Requires the Secretary of the Interior to transfer land the federal government holds in trust for a federally recognized Indian tribe to such 

tribe as restricted fee tribal land, subject to a restriction against alienation and taxation, after receiving the Indian tribe's request for such 

transfer. (Restricted fee tribal land is land to which a tribe holds legal title, but which carries legal restrictions against alienation or encum-

brance.) 

Allows Indian tribes to lease, or grant an easement or right-of-way on, restricted fee tribal land for any period of time without the Secretar-

y's review and approval. 

Gives the laws of a federally recognized Indian tribe that establish a system of land tenure governing the use of the land the tribe holds 

precedence over any federal law or regulation governing the use of such land, excepting a federal restriction against its alienation and taxa-

tion. 

 

House Resolution 1068 

Tribal Transportation Self-Governance Act of 2015 

Introduced: Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4], February 25, 2015. 

Status: House -Transportation and Infrastructure. February 25, 2015 referred to the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit. 

 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) shall establish a tribal transportation self-governance program via a compact with an Indian 

tribe, subject to negotiated annual written funding arrangements with the tribe. 

A funding agreement shall authorize the Indian tribe to plan, conduct, consolidate, administer, and receive full tribal share funding and 

funding to tribes from DOT-administered discretionary and competitive grants for all programs, services, functions, and activities to carry 

out tribal transportation programs and DOT-administered programs, services, functions, and activities. 

 

 

House Resolution 1393 

https://www.congress.gov/member/albio-sires/S001165?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22transportation%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/don-young/Y000033?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22native+american+transportation%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/peter-defazio/D000191?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22native+american+transportation%22%5D%7D
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/50/US_Congressional_Seal.svg
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Innovation in Surface Transportation Act of 2015 

Introduced: Rep. Davis, Rodney [R-IL-13], March 17, 2015. 

Status: House - Transportation and Infrastructure. March 18, 2013 Referred to the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit.  
 
Directs the Secretary of Transportation, in coordination with state transportation departments, to establish an innovation in surface trans-

portation program. 

Requires states to make competitive grants for innovative surface transportation projects to eligible entities, including local governments, 

metropolitan planning organizations, regional transportation authorities, transit agencies, tribal governments, private providers of public 

transportation, nonprofit transportation organizations, port authorities, joint power authorities, and local rail authorities. 

Requires each state to establish an innovation in surface transportation selection panel to formulate criteria for selecting projects. 

Requires a state to reserve certain percentages of federal funds apportioned for the national highway performance, the highway safety im-

provement, the congestion mitigation and air quality improvement, surface transportation, and transportation alternatives programs in order 

to fund related projects under state innovative surface transportation grants. 

Authorizes states to reserve a certain percentage of such funds for a fiscal year to meet specific requests for project application support 

from eligible rural local governments. 

 
House Resolution 1448 

Transit Accessibility Innovation Act of 2015 

Introduced: Rep. Langevin, James R. [D-RI-2], March 18, 2015. 

Status: House - Transportation and Infrastructure. March 19, 2015 referred to the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit. 

 
Directs the Secretary of Transportation to implement a transit accessibility innovation program by distributing competitive discretionary 

grants to public transit agencies for eligible projects in order to encourage public transit systems to take action to address deficiencies in 

service for individuals with disabilities. 

Directs the Secretary, for each fiscal year, to use 2% of funds made available under this Act to carry out activities to ensure that innovative 

practices, program models, and new service delivery options are collected, reviewed, and disseminated to other public transit agencies for 

replication in other communities. 

Directs the Secretary, for each fiscal year, also to use certain funds to carry out a transportation promotion pilot program to ensure that: (1) 

public transit agencies fulfill their requirements under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), and (2) individuals with disa-

bilities have advocates to ensure greater opportunities for integration and access into transit systems. 

Requires the Secretary to make grants to: (1) agencies implementing a system established under the Developmental Disabilities Assistance 

and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 that have demonstrated histories of transportation expertise or advocacy, and (2) nonprofit organizations 

that have also demonstrated such histories. 

Increases from 10% to 15% the limitation on the use of a recipient's annual formula apportionment for provision of nonfixed route para-

transit transportation services in accordance with the ADA. 

 

House Resolution 1606 

National Intersection and Interchange Safety Construction Program Act of 2015 

Introduced: Rep. Emmer, Tom [R-MN-6], March 25, 2015. 

Status: House - Transportation and Infrastructure. March 26, 2015 referred to the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit. 

 

This bill directs the Secretary of Transportation to establish a national intersection and interchange safety construction grant program. 

The Secretary may make competitive grants to a state or local government, U.S. territory, tribal government, or metropolitan planning 

organization for projects that: are eligible for federal-aid highway funding, and will improve the safety of certain intersections or inter-

changes on the National Highway System that are in immediate need of safety improvement. 

The aggregate grant amount provided to an entity in a fiscal year shall not exceed 5% of the amount available for all grants under the pro-

gram in that fiscal year. 

 

House Resolution 2071 

Safe Streets Act of 2015 

Introduced: Rep. Matsui, Doris O. [D-CA-6], April 28, 2015. 

Status: House - Transportation and Infrastructure. April 29, 2015 referred to the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit. 

 

Requires each state to have in effect within two years a law, or each state department of transportation and metropolitan planning organiza-

tion (MPO) an explicit policy statement, that requires all federally-funded transportation projects, with certain exceptions, to accommodate 

the safety and convenience of all users in accordance with certain complete streets principles. 

Defines "complete streets principles" as federal, state, local, or regional level transportation laws, policies, or principles which ensure that 

the safety and convenience of all users of a transportation system, including pedestrians, bicyclists, public transit users, children, older 

individuals, motorists, freight vehicles, and individuals with disabilities, are accommodated in all phases of project planning and develop-

ment.  

Allows such law or policy to make project-specific exemptions from such principles only if: (1) affected roadways prohibit specified users 

https://www.congress.gov/member/rodney-davis/D000619?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22transportation%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/james-langevin/L000559?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22transportation%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/tom-emmer/E000294?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22transportation%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/doris-matsui/M001163?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22transportation%22%5D%7D
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by law from using them, the cost of a compliance project would be excessively disproportionate to the need, or the population, employ-

ment densities, traffic volumes, or level of transit service around a roadway is so low that the expected roadway users will not include 

pedestrians, public transportation, freight vehicles, or bicyclists; and (2) all such exemptions are properly approved. 

Requires the Secretary of Transportation to establish a method for evaluating compliance by state departments of transportation and 

MPOs with complete streets principles.  

Requires the Access Board to issue final standards for accessibility of new construction and alterations of pedestrian facilities for public 

rights-of-way. 

Requires the Secretary to conduct research regarding complete streets to: (1) assist states, MPOs, and local jurisdictions in developing 

and implementing complete streets-compliant plans, projects, procedures, policies, and training programs; and (2) establish benchmarks 

for, and provide technical guidance on, implementing complete streets policies and principles. 

 

House Resolution 2495 

TIGER Grants for Job Creation Act 

Introduced: Rep. Waters, Maxine [D-CA-43], May 21, 2015. 

Status: House - Appropriations; Budget. May 21, 2015 referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and in addition to the Committee 

on the Budget, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within 

the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

 

This bill provides $7.5 billion in supplemental FY2016 appropriations to the Department of Transportation for National Infrastructure 

Investments under a competitive grant program known as the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) pro-

gram. The bill permits the funds to remain available through FY2021.  

The funding provided by this bill is designated as an emergency requirement pursuant to the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 

Control Act of 1985. Emergency spending is exempt from limits on discretionary spending and other budget enforcement rules. The 

funding is only available if the President subsequently designates the amount as an emergency and submits the designation to Congress.  

The funding is also exempt from sequestration under the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. Sequestration is 

a process of automatic, usually across-the-board spending reductions under which budgetary resources are permanently cancelled to 

enforce specific budget policy goals.  

 

House Resolution 2595 

Save Our National Parks Transportation Act 

Introduced: Rep. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large], June 1,2015. 

Status: House - Transportation and Infrastructure. June 2, 2015 referred to the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit. 

 

Directs the Secretary of Transportation to establish a nationally significant federal lands and tribal projects program to fund construction, 

reconstruction, or rehabilitation of nationally significant federal lands and tribal transportation projects. The federal share of project 

costs may be up to 100%. 

 

House Resolution 2716 

Transportation Empowerment Act 

Introduced: Rep. DeSantis, Ron [R-FL-6], June 10, 2015. 

Status: House - Transportation and Infrastructure; Ways and Means; Budget; Rules. June 11, 2015 referred to the Subcommittee on 

Highways and Transit. 

 

To empower States with authority for most taxing and spending for highway programs and mass transit programs, and for other purpos-

es. 

(A summary of this resolution is in progress.) 

 

House Resolution 2738 

Highways Bettering the Economy and Environment Pollinator Protection Act 

Introduced: Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20], June 10, 2015. 

Status: House - Transportation and Infrastructure. June 11, 2015 referred to the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit. 

 

Authorizes as an eligible project cost for the construction of a federal-aid highway the cost of improving habitat and forage for pollina-

tors (i.e. bees, birds, bats, Monarch butterflies, and other butterflies) on rights-of-way adjacent to such highways. 

Directs the Department of Transportation, in conjunction with willing states, to carry out programs that encourage: 

 integrated vegetation management practices on roadsides and other transportation rights-of-ways, including reduced 

mowing; 

 the development of habitat and forage for pollinators through planting of native forbs and grasses, including noninvasive, 

native milkweed species; 

 research and demonstration projects on economic and environmental benefits and best practices for integrated vegetation 
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https://www.congress.gov/member/maxine-waters/W000187?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22transportation%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/eleanor-norton/N000147?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22indian%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/ron-desantis/D000621?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22transportation%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/alcee-hastings/H000324?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22transportation%22%5D%7D
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management, reduced mowing, and planting of native forbs and grasses for pollinator habitat, forage, and migratory way 

stations for Monarch butterflies and other migrating pollinators; and 

 participation in such activities by representatives of transportation landscape management, pollinator health, agriculture, 

horticulture, and other affected communities. 

Authorizes the use of federal funds for the provision of habitat, forage, and migratory way stations for Monarch butterflies, other native 

pollinators, and honey bees that is related to a federally-funded transportation project. 

 
House Resolution 2760 

American Indian Trust Responsibility Review Act of 2015 

Introduced: Rep. Gosar, Paul A. [R-AZ-4], June 12, 2015. 

Status: House - Natural Resources. June 12, 2015 referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 

 

Establishes the American Indian Trust Review Commission to: (1) conduct a comprehensive review of the unique trust relationship be-

tween the United States and federally recognized Indian tribes, and (2) report to Congress within two years of this Act's enactment. 

Requires the study to analyze: 

 the attributes of that relationship; 

 the policies, practices, structure, and effectiveness of the federal agencies that have trust responsibilities toward Indian 

tribes; 

 the feasibility of authorizing willing Indian tribes to assume duties currently performed by the federal government; 

 the data necessary for the Commission to get a better understanding of tribal needs; 

 the feasibility of creating high-level federal positions to increase tribal participation in policy formation and program de-

velopment; 

 the viability of a mechanism to ensure the continuation of critical programs for Indian tribes; 

 the appropriate role of state and local governments in federal activities affecting Indian tribes; and modifications to laws, 

procedures, regulations, policies, and practices that might further the federal government's trust relationship with Indian 

tribes. 

 

House Resolution  3044 

ROAD SAFE Act of 2015 

Introduced: Rep. Lowey, Nita M. [D-NY-17], July 13, 2015. 

Status: House-Transportation and Infrastructure. July 13, 2015 referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure . 

 

To direct the Administrator of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to carry out a collaborative research effort to prevent 

drunk driving injuries and fatalities, and for other purposes. (A summary of this resolution is in progress.) 

 

Senate Bill 127 

Stop Motorcycle Checkpoint Funding Act 

Introduced: Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH], January 8, 2015. 

Status: Senate - Commerce, Science, and Transportation. January 8, 2015 read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Sci-

ence, and Transportation. 

 
Prohibits the Secretary of Transportation (DOT) from providing a grant or any funds to a state, county, town, township, Indian tribe, mu-

nicipality, or other local government for any program to: (1) check motorcycle helmet use, or (2) create motorcycle checkpoints that spe-

cifically target motorcycle operators or motorcycle passengers. 

 

Senate Bill 518 

Highway Runoff Management Act 

Introduced: Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD] February 12, 2015. 

Status: Senate - Environment and Public Works. February 12, 2015 read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public 

Works. 

 

Requires each state to develop for approval a state highway stormwater management program consisting of management measures to 

prevent, reduce, or control highway runoff from federal-aid highway projects. 

Directs the Secretary of Transportation to publish guidance to assist states in the establishment of such measures. 

 

 

 

https://www.congress.gov/member/paul-gosar/G000565?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22native+american+transportation%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/jeanne-shaheen/S001181?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22indian%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/benjamin-cardin/C000141?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22transportation%22%5D%7D
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Senate Bill 1196 

Federal Land Access Act 

Introduced: Sen. Cassidy, Bill [R-LA], May 5, 2015. 

Status: Senate - Energy and Natural Resources. May 14, 2015 Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. 

 

This bill amends the Mineral Leasing Act, with respect to rights-of-way for pipelines through federal lands, to redefine federal lands, for 

purposes of granting an application for a natural gas pipeline right-of-way, to mean all lands owned by the United States, except only those 

lands held in trust for an Indian or Indian tribe and lands on the outer Continental Shelf. 

The exception for the National Park System is repealed, thereby authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to grant natural gas pipeline rights

-of-way on National Park System land. 

 

Senate Bill 1579 

Native Act 

Introduced: Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI], June 16, 2015. 

Status: June 16, 2015 read twice and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

 

To enhance and integrate Native American tourism, empower Native American communities, increase coordination and collaboration be-

tween Federal tourism assets, and expand heritage and cultural tourism opportunities in the United States. 

(A summary of this bill is in progress.) 

 

Senate Bill 1589 

Building and Renewing Infrastructure for Development and Growth in Employment Act or the BRIDGE Act 

Introduced: Sen. Warner, Mark R. [D-VA], June 16, 2015. 

Status: Senate – Finance. June 16, 2015 read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

 

Establishes the Infrastructure Financing Authority (IFA) as a wholly-owned government corporation, headed by a Chief Executive Officer 

and managed by a Board of Directors, which shall provide direct loans and loan guarantees to facilitate the construction, consolidation, 

alteration, or repair of transportation, water, and energy infrastructure projects. Requires infrastructure projects assisted under this Act to 

have costs reasonably anticipated to equal or exceed $50 million ($10 million for rural infrastructure projects). 

Sets forth special requirements for infrastructure projects in rural areas. 

Establishes an Office of Technical and Rural Assistance to: 

 provide technical assistance to state and local governments and parties in public-private partnerships in the development and 

financing of eligible, including rural, infrastructure projects; and 

 establish a regional infrastructure accelerator demonstration program. 

Establishes an Office of Special Inspector General to conduct, supervise, and coordinate audits and investigations of the business activities 

of IFA. 

Prohibits IFA financing of a project if: 

 it is private or does not create a public benefit, or 

 the loan applicant is unable to demonstrate a sufficient revenue stream. 

Sets forth terms for loans or loan guarantees for eligible infrastructure projects and for the repayment of such loans. Requires an annual 

independent audit of IFA finances. 

Requires the President, immediately after IFA approves financing for a proposed project, to convene a meeting of representatives of all 

permitting agencies to: 

 establish a permitting timetable for the environmental review of a project, and 

 coordinate with relevant state agencies and regional infrastructure development agencies in the review of such projects. 

Requires the Chief Executive Officer of IFA to: 

 establish fees with respect to loans and loan guarantees that are sufficient to cover IFA's administrative costs; and 

 take actions to make IFA a self-sustaining entity, with administrative and federal credit subsidy costs fully funded by fees 

and risk premiums on loans and loan guarantees. 

Amends the Internal Revenue Code to increase from $15 billion to $16 billion the aggregate amount of proceeds from tax-exempt facility 

bonds the Department of Transportation shall allocate among qualified highway or surface freight transfer facilities. 

 

Senate Bill 1745 

Extracurricular Programs for Indian Children Act of 2015 

Introduced: Sen. Tester, Jon (D-MT), July 9, 2015. 

Status:  Senate– Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. July 9, 2015 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 

and Forestry. 

 

To provide grants to eligible entities to develop and maintain or improve and expand before school, afterschool, and summer school pro-

grams for Indian and Alaska Native students, and for other purposes.  

 

                 RECENT TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATION  

https://www.congress.gov/member/bill-cassidy/C001075?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22indian%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/brian-schatz/S001194?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22native+american%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/member/mark-warner/W000805?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22transportation%22%5D%7D
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The bill would create a grant program for eligible tribal entities to establish or maintain before school, after school and summer school 

activities for American Indian and Alaska Native youth. The grants would last 3-5 years with a minimum grant of $50,000 per year. Grant-

ees would be eligible for federal food programs and are allowed to use funds for the transportation of Native youth to program sites. The 

bill would also create a funding stream for the construction of new facilities and the upgrading of existing facilities.  

Senate Bill  1748 

A bill to provide for improved investment in national transportation infrastructure. 

Introduced: Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA], July 9, 2015. 

Status: Senate -Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation. July 9, 2015 read twice and referred to the Committee on Com-

merce, Science and Transportation 

 

This act may be cited as “Transportation Infrastructure Grants and Economic Reinvestment Act”. 

Note: eligible entity includes Indian tribe. 

(A summary of this bill in progress.) 

 

 

                 RECENT TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATION  


